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VAN SEROPIAN 

AN EXOTIC ENERGY FUTURE? NOT REALLY. 
INTRO: BY THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND, AMERICANS MAY IN MANY WAYS BE 
LEADING A DIFFERENT KIND OF LIFE THAN THEY ARE LEADING NOW, BUT FROM 
AN ENERGY POINT OF VIEW, THE WORLD OF THE FUTURE MAY NOT BE THAT 
EXOTIC. VAN SEROPIAN HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT: 
VOICE: IN WHAT MAY HAVE BEEN THE FIRST EFFORT TO HARNESS THE POWER 
OF THE SUN, THE GREEK MATHEMATICIAN AND ENGINEER, ARCHIMEDES, 
REPORTEDLY FOCUSED SOLAR RAYS BY WAY OF THOUSANDS OF REFLECTING 
MIRROS TO SET FIRE TO A ROMAN FLEET SOME TWO HUNDRED YEARS 
BEFORE CHRIST. UNFORTUNATELY FOR ARCHIMEDES HIS INNOVATIVE 
TECHNIQUE WAS NOT ENOUGH TO DRIVE THE ROMANS AWAY FROM THE WALLS 
OF SYRACUSE, AND HE DIED ALONG WITH OTHER GREEK DEFENDERS, 

EVER SINCE THAT TIME MAN HAS DREAMT OF UTILIZING THE POWER OF 
THE SUN, AND TODAY, IN AMERICA THE QUESTION OF SOLAR POWER HAS 
ENTERED THE ENERGY DEBATE, THERE HAVE BEEN GRANDIOSE SCENARIOS 
ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES OF SOLAR ENERGY=~-A POTENTIAL WHICH IS 
BOTH INEXHAUSTIBLE AND VIRTUALLY NON-POLLUTING=--OF SOLAR 
COLLECTORS TO WARM VIATER OR AIR, WHICH WOULD THEN BE USED TO HEAT 
OR AIR CONDITION BUILDINGS; OR OF TRANSFORMING SOLAR ENERGY INTO 
ELECTRICITY, DESPITE THE CONSIDERABLE RHETORIC ABOUT HOW SOLAR 
POWER=-AND OTHER EXOTIC MEANS--COULO HELP MAKE THE UNITED STATES 
ENERGY-INDEPENDENT, IT NOW APPEARS MORE LIKELY THAT IT WILL NOT 
BE WE, OR OUR CHILDREN BUT OUR GRANDCHILDREN WHO WILL REAP THE 
MAJOR BENEFITS FROM NON-TRADITIONAL ENERGY SOURCES. 

AS ONE AMERICAN ENERGY EXPERT RECENTLY PUT IT: THOSE PEOPLE WHO 
ARE PREACHING SOLAR, GEOTHERMAL, TIDAL WIND, FUSION AND OTHER 
EVEN MORE EXOTIC ENERGY SOURCES AS MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
AMERICA'S ENERGY NEEDS ARE SIMPLY KIDDING THEMSELVES OR KIODING 


THE PUBLIC. 
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THIS MORE REALISTIC ASSESSMENT OF THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME WAS 
CONFIRMED THIS WEEK BY A U.S, GOVERNMENT REPORT=-FROM THE BUREAU 
OF MINES, IT MADE CLEAR THAT BY THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND, AMERICANS 
WILL CONTINUE TO RELY ON CONVENTIONAL FOSSIL FUELS=-COAL, PETROLEUM 
AND NATURAL GAS WHICH NOW REPRESENT 94 PERCENT OF U.S. ENERGY 
CONSUMPTION, 

COAL IS BY FAR THE NATION'S MOST ABUNDANT FOSSIL FUEL, AND IT 
ALONG WITH NUCLEAR POWER, IS LIKELY TO BE THE MAINSTAY OF U.S. 
ENERGY GROWTH. 

WHAT ABOUT THE ATOM? BACK IN THE NINETEEN FIFTIES IT WAS HERALDE’. 
AS THE SOLUTION TO THE WORLD'S FUTURE ENERGY NEEDS, BUT THAT 
PARTICULAR DREAM, LIKE OTHERS ABOUT A SRAVE NEW WORLD OF TOMORROW, 
HAS BEEN WAY BEHIND SCHEDULE, RIGHT NOW NUCLEAR POWER SUPPLIES 
ABOUT TWO PER CENT OF AMERICA'S ENERGY MIXTURE. BUT BY THE YEAR 
TWO THOUSAND THAT SMALL PERCENTAGE IS EXPECTED TO GO UP 
CONSIDERABLY--TO TWENTY-EIGHT PER CENT. 

AND WHERE DOES SOLAR ENERGY FIT IN=-THE SUN THAT SUPPOSEDLY 
PLAYED SUCH A CENTRAL ROLE EN ARCHIMEDES* IMAGINATION? THE 
GOVERNMENT REPORT SAID IT IS NOT EXPECTED TO PLAY ANY SIGNIFICANT 
ROLE IN ENERGY PRODUCTION, 

BARRING DRAMATIC TECHNOLOGICAL BREAKTHROUGHS, THE ENERGY 
PICTURE IN THE U.S. FOR THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND IS MADE OF 
SOMETHING OLD=~ OIL AND COAL=--AND SOMETHING RELATIVELY NEW: 

THE GROWING POWER OF THE ATOM, 
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